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and women in Afghanistan when their heli-
copter crashed while on a humanitarian mis-
sion to evacuate two injured children. Lieuten-
ant Colonel John Stein of western Illinois was 
among those killed. I would like to take this 
opportunity to celebrate his life, commend his 
remarkable bravery, and extend my sincerest 
condolences to his family, friends, and loved 
ones. He will be missed. 

A Bardolph native, John Stein began dating 
his wife, Barbara (Nelson) Stein, while the two 
were students at Macomb High School. He 
graduated in 1981, she in 1980. Macomb High 
School principal Michael Sartore remembers 
Stein as a quiet, hard-working, dedicated stu-
dent. A career military officer, Lt. Col. Stein re-
sided with his family at Moody Air Force Base 
in Valdosta, Georgia. The couple has three 
children: Doug, 17, Erin, 13, and Timothy, 11. 
His mother, Hazel Henry, still lives in Macomb. 

Lieutenant Colonel Stein was a helicopter 
pilot with the 41st Rescue Squadron at Moody 
Air Force Base, a part of the 347th Operations 
Group specializing in rescuing downed pilots 
behind enemy lines. Kelly Friday, a childhood 
friend, said that even in high school Lt. Col. 
Stein wanted to be a helicopter pilot. ‘‘Any 
goal he set out to achieve, he mastered it,’’ he 
recalled. ‘‘He was very intelligent; anything he 
touched he mastered.’’ 

On behalf of the communities in western 
and central Illinois, I would like to extend my 
thoughts and prayers to the Stein family at this 
difficult time. Lieutenant Colonel John Stein’s 
courage in serving his country will not soon be 
forgotten.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Dustin John Wright, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 261, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Dustin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in such scout activities as the H. 
Roe Bartle Summer Camp for five years, and 
the BSA snorkeling and ranger programs. 
Over the 10 years he has been involved in 
scouting, Dustin has earned 35 merit badges. 
Additionally, he has held numerous leadership 
positions, serving as patrol leader, assistant 
patrol leader, and troop’s chaplain aide. Dustin 
also has been honored for his numerous 
scouting achievements with such awards as 
the Parvuli Dei Catholic Religious Award, the 
Ad Altare Dei Catholic Religious Medal, the 
Arrow of Light Award, the World Conservation 
Award, and the Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O-
Say Award. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Dustin con-
structed and installed a handrail for a bridge, 
and improved 150 feet of trail with gravel at 
the Heartland Presbyterian Center in Parkville, 
MO. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Dustin John Wright for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce three bills relating to abortion. 

First, the Freedom of Conscience Act of 
2003 prohibits any federal official from ex-
pending any federal funds for any population 
control or population planning program or any 
family planning activity. It is immoral to force 
the American taxpayers to subsidize programs 
and practices they find morally abhorrent. 

Second, I rise to introduce the Partial-birth 
Abortion Funding Ban Act of 2003. This bill 
prohibits federal officials from paying any fed-
eral funds to any individual or entity that per-
forms partial-birth abortions. The taxpayer 
must not be forced to fund this barbaric proce-
dure. 

Finally, my Life-Protecting Judicial Limitation 
Act of 2003 provides that the inferior courts of 
the United States do not have jurisdiction to 
hear abortion-related cases. Congress must 
use the authority granted to it in Article 3, Sec-
tion 1 of the Constitution. The district courts of 
the United States, as well as the United States 
Court of Federal Claims, should not have the 
authority to hear these types of cases. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in support of these three 
bills. By following the Constitution and using 
the power granted to the Congress by this 
document, we can restore freedom of con-
science and the sanctity of human life.
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Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the Rockledge Volunteer 
Fire Company on its one hundred years of 
service to that community. 

Many things have changed for the company 
since its founding in 1903. It has grown from 
a single wagon pulled by the firefighters them-
selves to a small fleet of trucks capable of 
meeting all fire fighting needs. While it was 
once reliant on others to help put out its fires, 
the Rockledge Volunteer Fire Company is now 
large enough to lend its services beyond the 
town borders of Rockledge. 

The fire company has become a staple in 
Rockledge, and its members have always 
been active in the community that they served. 
The late Jules Ceigelkowski served in the 
company for seventy years, and Robert Sny-
der, a former police and fire chief in 
Rockledge just celebrated sixty years of serv-
ice in 2002. In addition, the fire company of-
fers junior memberships to those under the 
age of 18. 

Since its beginning, the Rockledge Fire 
company has been based on volunteerism, 

community, and caring for others. I firmly be-
lieve that it is those three principles that will 
continue to carry the company and its mem-
bers for many years to come, and I am grate-
ful for the service the company continues to 
provide to the citizens of Rockledge. Again, I 
congratulate the Rockledge Volunteer Fire 
Company on its 100th anniversary.
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to applaud the fund-
raising efforts of the teachers and faculty at 
the Orange County High School of the Arts, in 
Santa Ana, California. 

Like many schools across the nation, the 
Orange County High School of the Arts is fac-
ing serious budget concerns. Forecasting 
$600,000 in cuts, a number of janitors, clerical 
and cafeteria workers were laid off. School of-
ficials announced that many more teachers 
could be laid off during the school’s second 
semester. 

In spite of these dire outlooks, teachers are 
leading a fund-raising effort that has raised 
$73,000 so far to prevent more layoffs and in-
creases in class sizes. 

In a band called ‘‘Will Play for Food,’’ teach-
ers are selling out concerts to raise money. 
Some have even donated back their raises. 

These teachers are going above and be-
yond their duties to maintain a high quality 
education at their schools. Our teachers 
should be using their energy to improve the 
performance of their students, instead of per-
forming to keep their jobs. 

The bottom line is that we are leaving our 
children and our teachers behind. If we want 
to stimulate the economy and improve our 
country’s future, the best investment we can 
make is the education of our youth.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, last week western 
Illinois lost one of its sons in the war against 
Iraq, and I would like to take this opportunity 
to celebrate his life, commend his bravery, 
and extend my condolences to his family, 
friends, and loved ones. Corporal Evan 
James, a member of the Marine Corps Re-
serves Unit based in Peoria, Illinois, made the 
ultimate sacrifice for his country. While his un-
wavering commitment to this nation and its 
ideals are an inspiration, it is a tragedy that 
this young, promising life was cut so short. He 
will be missed. 

Corporal Evan James, 20 years old, was 
born to Mike and Donna James of LaHarpe, Il-
linois. A 2000 graduate of LaHarpe High 
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